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Available now for the first time in paperback, Communicating Science: The 
Scientific Article from the 17th Century to the Present elaborates the emer-
gence of the scientific article from its beginnings to the present. Gross, 
Harmon, and Reidy analyze numerous sample texts in French, English, 
and German, focusing on the changes in the style, organization, and ar-
gumentative structure of scientific communication over time. The authors 
also speculate on the currency and influence of the scientific article in the 
digital age. Communicating Science: The Scientific Article from the 17th Century to the Present has been an invaluable re-
source text in the rhetoric of science and stands as the definitive study on the topic.

“[Communicating Science] offers a moment of coalescence in the rhetoric of science as a model of rigorous research, not 
likely to be duplicated soon. It will be a staple introductory text in science studies courses and a stimulant for better 
scholarship in the field.”  —Jeanne Fahnestock, Rhetoric Society Quarterly

“Communicating Science is a substantial contribution to the literature mapping out the changing language and rheto-
ric of the scientific article from 1665 to the present.” —Charles Bazerman, Isis 
 
“Commnicating Science is a marvel of scholarship and expression and deserves to be in the curriculum of every univer-
sity’s rhetoric department.” —Tim Whalen, IEEE Transactions on Professional Communication

“The book will be an essential starting point for future discussion of the history of scientific writing.” —John 
Turney, Diversity and Distributions
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