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The Politics of Second Language Writing: In Search of the Promised 
Land is the first edited collection to present a sustained discussion of classroom 
practices in larger contexts of institutional politics and policies. Contributors 
focus on the  policies on assessment, placement, credit, class size, course content, 
instructional practices, teacher preparation, and teacher support. They examine 
politics in terms of the relationships and interaction between second language 
writing professionals and colleagues at the program, department, school, college, and university levels and beyond. 
Contributors also explore—through critical reflections and situated descriptions of their teaching practices in larger 
institutional contexts—how these policies and politics affect pedagogical practices. Readers will learn why classroom 
practices are not neutral, pragmatic space but ideologically saturated sites of negotiation.
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Xiaoye You is assistant professor of English at The Pennsylvania State University, where he teaches courses in rhetoric, 
writing, and the teaching of writing.
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